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CHILD SAFE
STRATEGY

Purpose
This Child Safety Strategy provides context to The Federation’s commitment to child safety and

promoting and protecting the interests and safety of children. This document identifies current

child safety policies and practices and outlines the ways in which The Federation will work in

collaboration to improve child safety. It will respond to the Ministerial Order 870 by

strengthening the capacity across The Federation.

About the Wodonga Federation of Government Schools
Wodonga Federation of Government Schools (The Federation) is a strategic collaboration

between eight government member schools within the Local Government Area of Wodonga. 

It provides a variety of learning and developmental pathways to 60% of Wodonga’s school aged

children and young people. It employees over 350 teachers and 190 non-teaching staff and

contributes over $53 million to the local economy each year.

Established in July 2016, the Federation member schools include five primary schools, one

middle years college, one senior secondary college and a special school. Each member school

shares a commitment to the principles of education as outlined in the Education and Training

Reform Act 2006, in particular, the principle of universal access to education for all children and

young people.

Our Intent
The Federation is focussed on optimising the learning and developmental outcomes of all

children and young people in Wodonga. Together The Federation ensures that there is a variety

of learning and developmental pathways for all children and young people in Wodonga.

The Federation’s Values

Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing
We proactively share our expertise and information and willingly work with others

Outcomes
We always strive to do things better and deliver quality outcomes

Respect and Diversity
We respect others and value diversity

Empowerment
We enable individuals to reach their potential and maximise their contribution

 



The Federation’s Child Safety Philosophy
The Federation has a strong commitment to providing a child safe learning environment where

the interests and safety of all children is promoted and protected. The Federation has a zero

tolerance of child abuse.

As part of the Federation Child Safety Philosophy, member schools adhere to the Child Safety

Standards. This forms the basis for all strategies, policies, procedures and practices, allowing

staff, volunteers and contractors to promote children’s learning and wellbeing. The Federation

recognises every child’s fundamental right to learning in a safe environment and participation

in decision making. Decision that the Federation makes are therefore guided by the children’s

safety needs and interests.

The Federation promotes an inclusive environment for all children, parents and staff. It believes

every child, parent and staff member has the right to be valued and treated with respect and

dignity. The Federation does not tolerate any discriminatory practices. It strives to promote

cultural safety, participation and empowerment of Aboriginal children and their families and

culturally and/ or linguistically diverse children and families. The Federation welcomes children

with disabilities and their families and their participation.

Staff within The Federation are trained in preventing and responding to child safety. All staff

undergo ‘Working with Children Checks’ and sign a Child Safety Code of Conduct.

The Federation’s Child Safety Objectives
1. To embed a culture of child safety within The Federation.

2. To prevent child abuse occurring within The Federation.

3. To ensure that all suspected abuse is responded to appropriately within the Federation.

4. To ensure that all children, parents, staff, volunteers and contractors are given appropriate

support regarding child safety within The Federation.

5. To value and empower children to participate in decisions which affect their lives.

The Federation’s role in Child Safety
• Leadership and facilitation - The Federation develops strategic collaborations to improve

child safety by providing support, co-ordinating efforts and bring stakeholders together.

• Information provider – The Federation shares policies, practices, support material, research

and data with our schools and community.

• Advocacy – The Federation (on behalf of its member schools) advocates the importance of

child safety issues to the wider school community. 

 






























